
Call Cami Pecorak at 410.763.6994 to reserve your seat today!
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The trip includes: Premier bus transportation; premium

orchestra seats; visit to the Ford’s Theatre museum; dinner

at Carmines; and all transportation taxes and tips.

We invite you to travel with us to see Ragtime at Ford’s Theatre

31 Goldsborough St. • Easton, MD 21601 • 410-822-6665
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Exceeding expectations
O’s making a habit of beating projections

PAGE B1

LOCAL

‘Tea bag’ art 
project planned
Artists will transform 
burlap bags into over-
sized art-infused “tea 
bags.” The painted and 
embellished bags will 
be displayed through-
out Chestertown before 
and during the tea party 
festival weekend, May 
26 to 28.
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WEATHER

Cloudy/Windy

High 33 Low 25

Mostly clear tonight
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LOCAL

County holds 
budget hearing
Most of the testimony 
received from the pub-
lic was to express grati-
tude for past funding 
of a specific agency or 
department, and to ask 
for continued support in 
the coming fiscal year.
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By CONNIE CONNOLLY

cconnolly@chespub.com

EASTON — A morning del-
uge and high winds created 
some areas of high water, 
but the nor’easter that pum-
meled the Mid-Shore on 
Tuesday, March 14, left the 
region relatively unscathed.

The weather forecast var-
ied from a wintry mix that 
delayed the five county 
schools’ opening to predic-
tions of three to six inches 
of snow. The Interstate 95 
highway boundary line 
seemed to hold, with lots of 
snow above it and a collec-
tive sigh of relief south of 
the I-95 corridor.

Minor power outages were 
reported mainly in Kent 
County with eight posted by 
Delmarva Power and one by 
Choptank Electric. Queen 
Anne’s County reported two 
outages while western Tal-
bot County reported one.

The usual high water at 

River Road was called into 
Caroline County Emer-
gency Services, “but it’s the 
only thing we’ve been called 
in about,” spokesperson Mi-
chelle Alexander said. “It 
didn’t close down the road. 
High water signs were post-
ed.”

In St. Michaels, it was 
business as usual. No flood-
ing incidents were reported 
in the river town, town man-
ager Jean Weisman said. 
“Not a one. I think the storm 
came through at low tide.”

Although most of the fro-
zen precipitation of the late 
winter storm, dubbed Stella 
by the Weather Channel, 
headed to New England, 
meteorologist Michael Silva 
of the National Weather Ser-
vice in Mt. Holly, New Jer-
sey, said the Mid-Shore is 
“not quite out of the woods 
yet.”

Big chill looms from nor’easter

PHOTO BY DOUG BISHOP

Winter curve ball! With the oficial start of spring just a few days away, and temperatures in the 
70s last week, these lowers woke up to a cold trick Tuesday morning, March 14, surrounded by 
snow, sleet and freezing rain — a nasty day.

By CONNIE CONNOLLY

cconnolly@chespub.com

EASTON — Fear and panic 
generated by the media, 
Facebook postings and 
foreign embassies have 
prompted two Easton non-
profits to join forces and 
create a plan to help un-
documented immigrants in 

the Mid-Shore area access 
factual information and free 
legal help.

Sandy Brown, executive 
director of Mid-Shore Pro 
Bono, and Matthew Peters, 
director of the Chesapeake 
Multicultural Resource 

Nonprofits join 
to quell fears, 
aid immigrants

PHOTO BY CONNIE CONNOLLY

From left, Matt Peters, director of the Chesapeake Multicultural 
Resource Center, attorney Derek Hills, and Sandy Brown, ex-
ecutive director of Mid-Shore Pro Bono met on March 14 to de-
velop a plan to help provide factual information and legal help 
to local undocumented immigrants.

By SARAH DRURY

sdrury@chespub.com

EASTON — Throughout the afternoon 
and evening of Friday, March 17, 
Easton will be bustling with excite-
ment and Irish heritage as a variety 
of St. Patrick’s Day events are cel-
ebrated.

The Easton Business Alliance an-
nounced the list of events on Tues-
day, March 14.

St. Patrick’s Day will kick of f 
with an Interfaith Service at Grace 
Lutheran Church at 12 p.m. The 
45-minute service will include 
readings and songs from numer-

ous speakers within Easton’s 
faith-based community as well as 
prayers and Irish songs.

The theme of the gathering is “A St. 
Patrick’s Day Celebration of Hope.” 
The goal is to surround everyone 
with both the stories of St. Patrick 
and a message of hope throughout 
the writings of their diverse and in-
terconnected faith communities.

Following the Interfaith Service, 
the Academy Art Museum will offer 
Irish Tea and hot cross buns from 
the Bartlett Pear Inn to all visitors 

Easton gears up for 
St. Patrick’s Day
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By JOSH BOLLINGER

jbollinger@stardem.com

ANNAPOLIS — A meeting 
Friday, March 10, between 
Eastern Shore lawmakers 
and environmental organiza-
tions was much less tense 
than last year’s meeting be-
tween the two groups, with 
both sides discussing mend-
ing the relationship between 
them.

Each year, the Eastern 
Shore Delegation meets 
with environmental organi-
zations during the legisla-
tive session. The delegation 
meets with many groups at 
their Friday morning meet-
ings during session.

This past Friday, environ-

mental organizations had 
their turn in front of the 
delegation. But the meeting 
was notably less tense than 
last year, and both sides dis-
cussed steps each have tak-
en to work together more, 
rather than separately and 
contentiously, on issues.

The relationship between 
the Eastern Shore Del-
egation and environmental 
groups such as the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation, the 
Maryland League of Con-
servation Voters and the 
Midshore Riverkeeper Con-
servancy was described last 
year as “weak” by delega-
tion Chairman Del. Charles 
Otto, R-38A-Somerset.

Shore lawmakers, during 

the meeting between the 
two groups almost exactly 
a year before, criticized the 
environmental organiza-
tions for supporting leg-
islation that would effect 
their constituents without 
first seeking their input, 
namely a poultry-related 
bill that eventually did not 
pass. At the same meeting, 
environmental community 
members said they wanted 
to work with the Shore law-
makers and find ways to 
rebuild trust between the 
environmental community 
and the Eastern Shore del-
egation.

Lawmakers, green groups eye compromise

PHOTO BY JOSH BOLLINGER

Water ripples onto the shoreline near the Miles River Bridge on 
Unionville Road in Talbot County. According to Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation’s Kim Coble, the Chesapeake Bay watershed 
has the largest land-to-water ratio of anywhere in the world, 
and what happens on the land has a direct impact on the Bay’s 
water quality.
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410-924-1356 | jewelrybycottagestudio.com

HANDMADE SILVER JEWELRY

HAND ENGRAVING

EYEGLASS FRAME REPAIR

John and Maryetta Dynan
former owners of Cottage Studio & Gallery in Easton

410 Race Street, Cambridge, MD
(above Knit Nook)

THUR–SAT
11–5

Jewelry by Cottage Studio
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at 2 p.m. As part of its an-
nual Student Art Exhibition, 
admission to the museum is 
currently free but they do 
request that visitors regis-
ter so they can estimate the 
number of attendees.

From 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m., there will be children’s 
crafts and activities on the 
Talbot County Courthouse 
lawn.

The Easton St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade will begin its 
path through the downtown 
business district at 5:30 
p.m. The parade will travel 
along Harrison, Dover and 

Washington streets. The 
celebration will feature over 
40 floats, classic cars, bands, 
golf carts and Easton’s fa-
mous bagpipers.

Following the parade, the 
Young Professionals of Tal-
bot County will host the an-
nual Potato Race on Wash-
ington Street at 6 p.m.

The evening will draw 
to a close at 7 p.m. when 
the Avalon Theatre hosts a 
free, family-friendly concert 
featuring Robbie Schaefer. 
Students from Easton Ele-
mentary School will also be 
taking the stage along with 
local favorites.

For more information 
or to register for any of 
the events, visit www.dis-
covereaston.com.

ST. PATS
From 

Page A1

Center, met on Tuesday, 
March 14, to continue plan-
ning how to help undocu-
mented immigrant parents 
make contingency plans for 
their U.S. citizen children.

Besides the dissemination 
of false information, language 
barriers and self-imposed 
insulation, well-intentioned 
do-gooders and exploitative 

frauds add to the multiple 
challenges Brown and Peters 
face in helping the rural im-
migrant population in the five 
Mid-Shore counties confront 
the possibility of deportation.

”We can’t stop deporta-
tions, and we can’t change 
the law — nor should we,” 
Peters said. “We’re not ad-
vocating breaking the law. 
We’re trying to make sure 
the family is protected during 
the process.”

The two nonprofit organi-
zations partnered to create 

a program designed to offer 
reliable, accurate and trust-
worthy information to the 
area’s immigrant community 
at no cost.

“Contingency Planning for 
Maryland Families Facing 
Immigration Enforcement” 
has been formed to properly 
advise resident Maryland 
families facing potential fam-
ily separation and create 
caregiving plans for their 
children.

”Maryland’s laws are differ-
ent and unique when it comes 

to planning for children in 
the event of family separation 
because of ICE enforcement 
activities,” the joint statement 
said. “Documents that are 
effective in other states and 
other countries might not 
be useful in Maryland, par-
ticularly for those trying to 
designate caregivers for their 
children in school and health 
care matters.”

Well-intentioned churches 
and individuals are printing 
out power of attorney docu-
ments from the internet to 

give to undocumented immi-
grants.

”In some cases, they are 
putting families in direct dan-
ger,” Peters said. “It’s spin-
ning out of control. They’re 
trying to help, but they’re 
reacting in fear.”

Peters said that immigrants 
need to know their rights, 
put a plan into action and sit 
down with a lawyer.

Bilingual staff at Mid-Shore 
Pro Bono will conduct intake 
interviews, craft contingency 
plans, take actions to imple-
ment the family plan and 
schedule a free half-hour con-
sultation with a pro bono fam-
ily attorney.

“At this point, it isn’t an 
immigration matter,” Brown 
said. “We’re providing an op-
portunity for free counseling 
from a trusted volunteer at-

torney.”
Volunteer attorneys will 

consider and advise clients 
about powers of attorney, 
custody, guardianship, and 
kinship care documents for 
clients if needed.

Members of the commu-
nity who are willing to assist 
should call Mid-Shore Pro 
Bono or the Chesapeake 
Multicultural Resource Cen-
ter to learn more about ap-
propriate remedies.

Appointments can be made 
with either Mid-Shore Pro 
Bono or the Chesapeake 
Multicultural Resource Cen-
ter Monday through Friday 
to begin the intake process. 
Individuals can call 443-
786-1120 or 443-298-9425 
(Spanish) or 410-690-8128 
(English) for additional infor-
mation.
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“There may be a few 
lingering snow showers 
tonight, but nothing too 
crazy,” Silva said Tuesday. 
“There may be a light coat-
ing on the roads, but it will 
be quite cold, with winds 
gusting as high as 30 mph.”

At 24 degrees, any stand-
ing water could freeze, and 
the “morning commute on 
untreated roads could be a 
little slick,” Silva said.

The Maryland State High-
way Administration (SHA) 
reported in a late afternoon 
statement that “more than 
1,600 state and contract 
trucks continue to treat 
roads and remove debris 
from highways.”

Talbot County Emergency 
Management Coordinator 
Jim Bass said that two trees 
fell in the county. “A larger 
tree in Wye Mills and an-

other one on Bay Street,” he 
said.

“(The Talbot) County 
Roads (Department) did 
their job excellently,” Bass 
said. “We had no traffic or 
flooding impacts in Talbot 
County.”

However, as “tempera-
tures drop later tonight even 
treated roads may be icy and 
slippery, so travelers should 
remain alert and reduce 
speeds,” SHA administrator 
Greg Slater said Tuesday. 
“While our crews will re-
main out tonight, the best 
advice is to get to your desti-
nation and stay.”

Another good reason to 
stay indoors, or to bundle 
up more, will be some of 
the coldest temperatures 
the area has seen all winter. 
“Watch out for wind chills 
tomorrow,” Silva said. “They 
may be in the single digits 
as early as 7 a.m.”

“It will not be much warm-
er than the mid-teens in 
the afternoon,” Silva said. 

“Winds will be stronger at 
15 to 20 mph with gusts up-
wards of 35 mph. We can’t 
rule out 40-mph gusts.”

“I would caution everyone 
to use extreme care tomor-
row,” Bass said. “There will 
be bitter cold temperatures 

overnight and throughout 
the day.”

As day two of the winter 
Nor’easter dawns, Bass 
said the county’s emer-
gency agency is “working 
in concert with the county 
manager, county roads and 

the schools” to keep county 
residents informed and safe.

“It’s been an interesting 
couple of days,” Bass said. 

“I’m glad the worst of it is 
behind us.”

Follow me on Twitter @
connie_stardem.
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Tuesday’s Nor’easter caused looding run-off from a ield on 
Matthewstown Road west of Easton.

PHOTOS BY CONNIE CONNOLLY

The woods at Beaverdam Branch on Route 328 were looded 
when a late winter Nor’easter dumped heavy rain on March 14.
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