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New Academy
Art Museum
exhibits
Exhibits feature a
variety of art forms
and media designed to
satisfy appetites for abstract forms and nature
photography.
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WEATHER

Cloudy with periods of rain
High 62 Low 57
Chance of rain tonight
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Watermen’s
museum to open
April 29
A highlight of this
season will be a joint exhibit in cooperation with
the Talbot Historical
Society, featuring photographs of the Tilghman
Packing Company from
its H. Robins Hollyday
collection
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Together again
For the second straight
year, the Washington
Capitals face the Pittsburgh Penguins in the
conference semifinals.
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Celebrating community impact
By JOSH BOLLINGER
jbollinger@stardem.com

EASTON — The scope of this
year’s Talbot County Business Appreciation Breakfast
was broadened to revolve
around the theme of community impact, and honored
several businesses and one
local woman that have made
a difference in the county.
The three businesses and
one nonprofit honored this
year were Inquiries Inc.,
The Whalen Company, Caloris Engineering and For All
Seasons Inc. Diana Mautz,
a Talbot County business
owner and community activist, also was honored for the
impact she has made in the
community.
“One can judge a company
on the products or services
they create, but one could
also judge a company on the
impact their people have on
their community,” Talbot
County Economic Development Coordinator Sam
Shoge said.
Shoge said businesses
can have an impact on the
community in various ways
— by being recognized as
PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSEPH ANDRUCYK, CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

See AWARDS
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Lt. Gov. Boyd Rutherford addresses the crowd during the annual Talbot County Business Appreciation Breakfast Friday, April 21.
This year’s theme for the awards revolved around community impact.

The power of pooled resources
Women and Girls Fund of the Mid-Shore awards grant money to 16 organizations
By DENAE SPIEIRING
dspiering@chespub.com

EASTON — “The power of pooled
resources” is the motto of the
Women and Girls Fund of the
Mid-Shore, and they have lived up
to that motto for the past 15 years.
Monday, April 24, marked the
organization’s 15th annual grants
and award luncheon, where 16
community organizations received grant funding during an
event at The Milestone in Easton.
Representatives from the 16 MidShore nonprofits accepted checks
totaling $43,259.
These donations will bring
the fund’s overall grant total to
$507,021.51, awarded to 82 organizations whose programs benefit
women and girls in one or more
of the five Mid-Shore counties
of Caroline, Dorchester, Kent,
Queen Anne’s and Talbot.
The grants went to two new apPHOTO BY DENAE SPIERING
plicants and 14 nonprofits that
have been awarded Women and The Women and Girls Fund held its 15th annual grants and awards luncheon, Monday, April 24, at the Milestone in
Girls Fund grants at least once Easton. Pictured are representatives of the 16 recipient organizations of the Women and Girls Fund’s annual grants:
Chesapeake College Foundation, Chesapeake Multicultural Resource Center, Compass Regional Hospice, Destined
before.
See FUND
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to Rise, Echo Hill Outdoor School, For All Seasons Inc., Horizons of Kent and Queen Anne’s, Imagination Library of
Talbot County, Ladies of Nia Inc., Partners in Care, Rebuilding Together Caroline County, Rebuilding Together Kent
County, Rising Above Disease, Talbot Mentors, Talbot Partnership and Tilghman Area Youth Association.

St. Michaels teacher appeals leave of absence
By CONNIE CONNOLLY
cconnolly@chespub.com

EASTON — St. Michaels High
School graphic arts teacher
Chris Pittman is appealing
a Talbot County Board of
Education decision to place
him on administrative leave
of absence following an incident at the school on April 3.
Arthur Pippo, UniServ
director for the Maryland
State Education Association,
confirmed on April 24 that
the union has assigned an
attorney to represent PittPHOTO BY CONNIE CONNOLLY
St. Michaels High School junior Jack Gill, right, addresses attendees during the April 12 Talbot man and appeal the board’s
County Board of Education meeting. Gill read his prepared remarks in support of an unnamed St. decision.
Pippo, who represents
Michaels High School teacher during the public comments portion of the meeting.

members
in Talbot,
Kent
and
Q u e e n
A n n e ’ s
counties,
said
Pittman
“respects the
process and
CHRIS
hopes for a
PITTMAN
positive outcome after the board sees
all the facts.” A hearing date
has not been scheduled.
Pippo did not comment
on the details of the appeal,
See ABSENCE
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2017 Honda Accord LX

LEASE FOR $149

2016 Honda CR-V LX

SEDAN AUTOMATIC

HertrichHonda.com • (888) 757-3010 • Route 50 - Easton

LEASE FOR $159

FWD AUTOMATIC

Lease for $149 for 36 months, 12k miles per year. $2,999 due at signing. Excludes taxes, tags, registration and doc fees. With approved credit. Expires month end. Sale prices exclude
taxes & tags, all offers with approved credit.
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Each year, the Women and
Girls Fund accepts grant applications from community
organizations from throughout the Mid-Shore, and has,
during a previous year, received up to 30 applications.
The women who run the organization said they strive
to meet the needs of all applicants, whether through
funding or meeting their
needs in other ways.
“One year, a women’s
shelter was requesting
funding for furniture,” said
Beth Spurry, treasure of
the Women and Girls Fund.
“We were able to furnish
their shelter with furniture
from our own homes.”
“It’s not always about giving money,” Spurry said.
“It’s about true mentoring,
making connections and
elevating them to self-sustaining organizations in the
community.”
This year, the group only
turned down two applicants,
but Spurry said they never
completely turn them away.
The group will hand those

applications over to the MidShore Community Foundation for possible funding, or
they will connect them with
other groups that may be
able to help them.
Spurry said helping with
networking is something
the group does for its grant
recipients, as well.
“We try to figure out a way
to link groups together that
may benefit from another,”
Spurry said.
Talli Oxnam, president of
the Women and Girls Fund,
said one group may need
help writing grants, whereas another might excel at it.
“Making those connections can be beneficial,” Oxnam said.
The Women and Girls
Fund was created in 2003
by Alice Ryan, and has
raised more than $1 million
in the past 15 years. This
year, the 16 recipients of
the Women and Girls Fund
received anywhere between
$200 and $4,360 in funding.
In addition to this money,
four selected applicants
also received a Daisy Fund
Grant.
The Daisy Fund was created to teach the next generation about philanthropy.

Together, with the members of the Women and
Girls Fund, the Daisy Fund
members choose which
groups they feel may need
extra funding.
Spurry said it gives young
girls the opportunity to
meet the needs of these
community groups that represent other children.
The Women and Girls
Fund recipients were: Chesapeake College Foundation,
Chesapeake Multicultural
Resource Center, Compass
Regional Hospice, Destined
to Rise, Echo Hill Outdoor
School, For All Seasons
Inc., Horizons of Kent and
Queen Anne’s, Imagination
Library of Talbot County,
Ladies of Nia Inc., Partners
in Care, Rebuilding Together Caroline County, Rebuilding Together Kent County,
Rising Above Disease, Talbot Mentors, Talbot Partnership and Tilghman Area
Youth Association.
Recipients of the Daisy
Fund were Compass Regional Hospice, Destined to
Rise, Imagination Library
of Talbot County and Tilghman Area Youth Association.
Tilghman Area Youth As-
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sociation was awarded the
largest Women and Girls
Fund grant, and together
with the Daisy Fund, the
group was awarded a little
more than $5,000.
“It is a real honor,” said
Ann Farley, executive director of Tilghman Area Youth
Association. “We are delighted.”
Farley said the organization plans to use the grant
money to help fund its afterschool program’s part-time
leadership staff.
“We really try to reach
out to the whole community
through the kids we see in
the after-school program,”
Farley said.
The program makes a real
impact on the students that
attend, Farley said. Cassidy
Stewart was one of those
children, and now she is in
college at Salisbury University studying education. She
also is part of the leadership
staff for the after-school
program.
“The program had such
an impact on me,” Stewart
said. “It made me want to be
a part of the school system
when I grew up.”
The Women and Girls
Fund also honored two

women from the Mid-Shore
who have gone above and
beyond to serve their communities. Each year, the
group picks a winner for
the Sheryl V. Kerr Award
and the Women and Girls
Fund Award. This year’s
awards were presented by
Del. Johnny Mautz, R-37BTalbot, and Sen. Addie Eckardt, R-37-Mid-Shore.
The Women and Girls
Fund Award is valued at
$500, and went to Ellen Rajacich of Easton. Rajacich
has been volunteering as
a fitness instructor at the
YMCA of the Chesapeake
since 1959.
“It’s such and honor
to present you with this
award,” Mautz said. “To be
able to just thank you personally for everything you
have done for our community.”
Previous recipients of
this award are the late
Lois S. Duffey, Harriet S.
Critchlow, Sandra W. King,
Maria Boria, Sister Patricia
Gamgort, Tracy Davenport,
Sandra Redd, Sara Jane Davidson, Karen Murphy Jensen, Kathleen Francis, Maureen Jacobs, Janet Pfeffer,
Joy Price, Nancy Wilson,

Mary Lou McAllister, Diana
Mautz and Kathy Weaver.
The Sheryl V. Kerr Award
is valued at $2,500, and went
to Cheryl Hughes. Hughes
is a breast cancer survivor
and the founder of Team
Wonder Woman, Saving
Second Base and is accredited with raising more than
$350,000 for breast cancer.
“I would have never expected anything like this,”
Hughes said. “Every year,
we try to do as much as we
can for the people we are
fighting for.”
Previous recipients of the
Sheryl V. Kerr Award are
Maria D’Arcy and Estela
Ramirez.
Mautz and Eckardt also
awarded the Women and
Girls Fund with a certificate
of appreciation from the
Senate and House of Delegates for its many years of
service to the Mid-Shore.
“We deeply appreciate
what you do,” Eckardt said.
“You all are one of our strongest assets.”
For more information
about the Women and Girls
Fund, call 410-770-8347,
email
info@womenand
girlsfund.org or visit www.
womenandgirlsfund.org.

KRISTINE HOUCK MORRIS, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

Get Your Smile Ready for Summer!
khmorrisdds.com
508 D Cynwood Drive
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Call for an appointment
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Incredible Spring Window Sale
Buy 3 Windows, Get 1 FREE
PLUS

0% Interest until 2018

DESIGN. BUILD. INSTALL.
THE ONE COMPANY THAT DOES IT ALL
THAT SOUNDS BETTER

ü Designed just for your home
ü Built specifically for the unique Mid-Atlantic climate
Installed by our experts and backed by the Thompson Creek
ü No-Hassle
Warranty and Buyer Protection Guarantee
MENTION THE EASTERN-STAR DEMOCRAT TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT

CALL NOW FOR A FREE PRICE QUOTE

1.410.881.0683
*Thompson Creek is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by Service Finance under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and Service Finance, all subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Thompson Creek does not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing. Financing offers a 12-month deferred interest feature (the “promotional period”) on
your purchase (at an APR of 23.99% for DC, APR of 24.99% for VA and 23.99% for MD). You will not have to pay the accrued finance charges until after the promotional period has ended. If you repay your purchase in full before the end of the promotional period you will not have to pay the accrued finance charges. You may also prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements
and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customers with lower credit ratings. Discount applied at time of contract execution. All purchase prices are to be calculated prior to application of discount. Excludes previous orders, and installations. All products include professional
installation. Buy 3 windows and get the 4th window free. Free window must be the lowest price window of the 4 windows being ordered. Offer is not valid with any other advertised or unadvertised discounts or promotions. Limit of one discount per purchase contract. Void where prohibited by law or regulation. Offer may be cancelled without prior notice. Offer has no cash value and is open to new customers only.
Offer expires 4/30/2017. MHIC #125294, VA # 2705-117858-A, DC Permanent # 8246.

