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Ovechkin nets 600th goal
Caps star reaches milestone against Jets
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LOCAL

Veggie signs 
aid St. Michaels 
farmers market
The St. Michaels Farm-
ers Market’s second an-
nual “Buy a Big Veggie” 
campaign is underway to 
help fund and launch an-
other fabulous season of 
providing fresh, farmer-
grown fruits, vegetables, 
meats, eggs, flowers or 
locally-produced items 
to the people of Bay 
Hundred and beyond.
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WEATHER

Partly cloudy/windy

High 47 Low 31

Clear skies tonight

Full Weather Page A7

LOCAL

School update 
planned for 
Talbot council 
The Talbot County 
Council will hear an 
update today on the 
planned Easton Elemen-
tary School project. 
Talbot County Public 
Schools Plant Opera-
tions and Maintenance 
Manager Kevin Shafer 
will go over current 
progress, budgeting 
and design elements.
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By ABBY ANDREWS

aandrews@carolinetimesrecord.com

GREENSBORO — Maryland 
Comptroller Peter Franchot 
visited Greensboro Elemen-
tary School on Monday, 
March 12, to see firsthand 
how critical a proposed new 
school is to relieving over-
crowding.

Caroline County Public 
Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Patricia Saelens and Prin-
cipal Dawn Swann hosted 
the tour along with Caroline 
County Commissioners Wil-
bur Levengood, Dan Frank-
lin and Larry Porter.

Design of the new school, 
to be built near the existing 
one on land already owned 
by Caroline County Public 
Schools, needs to start soon, 
in order to stay on track for 
a targeted summer 2021 
completion, Milton Nagel, 
assistant superintendent 
of administrative services, 
said.

However, the Interagency 
Committee on School Con-
struction, which adminis-
ters state school construc-
tion money, has not yet said 
which projects are on the list 
for planning funding in the 
upcoming fiscal year; that 
announcement is expected 
later this spring.

Franchot, one of the 

members of the Board of 
Public Works, which must 
approve the Interagency 
Committee’s recommenda-
tions, has already said he 
strongly supports the pro-

posed new school.
The visit Monday — dur-

ing which Franchot saw the 
creative uses of space inside 
the school and 10 portable 
“learning cottages” parked 

behind it to make enough 
classrooms to house 830 
students in a school rated 
to hold about 650 — should 
only bolster that support, 
Nagel said.

“It can’t hurt,” he said.
Before the tour began, 

Franchot said he and Gov. 

Franchot tours Greensboro Elementary

PHOTO BY DUSTIN HOLT

Comptroller Peter Franchot, left, visits Greensboro Elementary School fifth grade teacher Kelly Higgins, middle, and her class during 
a school tour Monday, March 12. Local officials also joined the tour, including Greensboro Town Manager Jeannette DeLude, right.

By CONNIE CONNOLLY

cconnolly@chespub.com

EASTON — Matthew Peters’ 
two decades of service to 
those in need was honored 
on Monday, March 12, 
with the William Donald 
Schaefer Helping People 
Award.

Maryland Comptroller 
Peter Franchot presented 
the award to the director 
of the Chesapeake Multi-
cultural Resource Center 
(ChesMRC) at an afternoon 
ceremony attended by about 
50 local leaders at the East-
ern Shore Conservation 
Center in Easton.

“I’m thrilled to be here 
to present the ... award to 
Matthew Peters,” Franchot 
said. “Matt, you exemplify 
the principles that Schaefer 
did. “

Schaefer believed in help-
ing everyone who asked for 
help, and that it was govern-
ment’s duty to do so, Fran-
chot said. “He cared about 
people.”

“That’s what we’re honor-
ing today,” Franchot said. 
“Matt cares, and his staff 

cares, and the board cares. 
And it’s a lifelong commit-
ment Matt has had.”

Recipients of the annual 
award are selected from 
each of Maryland’s 23 coun-
ties and Baltimore City.

Peters joined ChesMRC 
in 2012 after having spent 
13 years working and living 
in rural Guatemala. He also 
served in the Peace Corps 

from 1999 to 2001. He is 
known to the immigrant 
community simply as “Ma-
teo.”

“Mateo and his staff do 
unbelievable work,” said 
Rob Etgen, president of 
the board of directors for 
ChesMRC. “It really is some 

Peters honored for service

PHOTO BY BARB SAUERS

Maryland Comptroller Peter Franchot presented Matthew Peters with the 2018 William Donald 
Schaefer Helping People Award for Talbot County on March 12. Pictured, from left, are Peters’ 
family, parents Robert and Judy Peters of Mohnton, Pennsylvania; Peters; Franchot; and Peters’ 
sister and brother-in-law, Melissa and Michael Micriotti of Newcomb.

By ANGELA PRICE

baytimes@kibaytimes.com

CENTREVILLE — A small fire 
was reported in a cell at the 
Queen Anne’s County De-
tention Center on Little Hut 
Drive Friday afternoon, 
March 9. The fire was ex-
tinguished quickly, and no 
injuries were reported.

A control room officer no-

ticed a fire alarm activated 
shortly before 2 p.m. and 
notified the center’s main-
tenance supervisor, said 
Warden LaMonte Cooke. 
Officials determined the 
alarm came from the sec-
ond level of one of the 
housing units, he said.

Small fire reported 
at detention center
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By ANGELA PRICE

baytimes@kibaytimes.com

ANNAPOLIS — Horrific is the 
word Tammy Darrow of 
Greensboro used to describe 
the crash that killed an Ar-
nold woman and injured five 
others Sunday afternoon, 
March 11, on Buschs Front-
age Road.

“It sounded like two big 
explosions. It was the worst 

sound I’d ever heard, the 
worst sound I’d ever heard, 
followed by the worst sight 
I’d ever seen,” Darrow said. 
“I don’t think I’ve ever heard 
anything hit with such force.”

Darrow, who is with Hill 
Hounds Animal Rescue and 
Celebrating Pugs, was at 
the Wawa to meet a rescue  

Excessive speed, 
heroin involved 
in fatal crash, 
police say

PHOTO BY TAMMY DARROW

Firefighters work to free the driver of a Ford Taurus involved 
in a fatal crash on Buschs Frontage Road Sunday afternoon, 
March 11.

PHOTO BY CONNIE CONNOLLY

Maryland Comptroller Peter Franchot, left, greets Talbot County 
leaders who attended Matthew Peters’ award ceremony at the 
Eastern Shore Land Conservation Center on March 12.

See FATAL 
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Today’s weather

Forecast for Tuesday, March 13, 2018
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Get your local news and sports 
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Chesapeake Bay
Pooles Island to Drum Point

TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2018
SUNRISE: 7:19 a.m.  SUNSET: 7:08 p.m.

St. Michaels  1:29 AMH 7:49 AML 2:26 PMH 9:11 PML

Easton Point  1:39 AMH 8:06 AML 2:36 PMH 9:28 PML  

Denton  5:21 AMH 11:16 AML 6:18 PMH 

Chestertown  5:27 AMH 11:17 AML 6:24 PMH     

Oxford  1:34 AMH 7:56 AML 2:31 PMH 9:18 PML           

Cambridge  1:42 AMH 8:13 AML 2:39 PMH 9:35 PML

Vienna  2:16 AMH 8:24 AML 2:52 PMH 9:09 PML         

Hooper Island  5:43 AML 11:53 AMH 6:28 PML 

Kent Narrows  2:54 AMH 9:18 AML 3:51 PMH 10:40 PML  

Wye Landing  3:10 AMH 9:20 AML 3:46 PMH 10:05 PML

Centreville  4:44 AMH 10:55 AML 5:41 PMH      

Queenstown  4:29 AMH 10:33 AML 5:26 PMH 11:55 PML 

Matapeake  2:54 AMH 8:52 AML 3:51 PMH 10:14 PML        

Love Point  3:59 AMH 10:00 AML 4:56 PMH 11:22 PML

Bloody Point  1:42 AMH 7:57 AML 2:39 PMH 9:19 PML  

Deep Landing  4:26 AMH 10:37 AML 5:23 PMH 11:59 PML

Betterton  1:38 AML 6:59 AMH 12:56 PML 7:56 PMH

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2018
SUNRISE: 7:18 a.m.  SUNSET: 7:09 p.m.

St. Michaels  2:19 AMH 8:42 AML 3:09 PMH 9:47 PML

Easton Point  2:29 AMH 8:59 AML 3:19 PMH 10:04 PML  

Denton  12:38 AML 6:11 AMH 12:09 PML 7:01 PMH

Chestertown  12:39 AML 6:17 AMH 12:10 PML 7:07 PMH   

Oxford  2:24 AMH 8:49 AML 3:14 PMH 9:54 PML           

Cambridge  2:32 AMH 9:06 AML 3:22 PMH 10:11 PML

Vienna  3:06 AMH 9:12 AML 3:37 PMH 9:49 PML         

Hooper Island  12:07 AMH 6:31 AML 12:38 PMH 7:08 PML

Kent Narrows  3:44 AMH 10:11 AML 4:34 PMH 11:16 PML  

Wye Landing  4:00 AMH 10:08 AML 4:31 PMH 10:45 PML

Centreville  12:17 AML 5:34 AMH 11:48 AML 6:24 PMH    

Queenstown  5:19 AMH 11:26 AML 6:09 PMH   

Matapeake  3:44 AMH 9:45 AML 4:34 PMH 10:50 PML        

Love Point  4:49 AMH 10:53 AML 5:39 PMH 11:58 PML

Bloody Point  2:32 AMH 8:50 AML 3:22 PMH 9:55 PML  

Deep Landing  5:16 AMH 11:30 AML 6:06 PMH 

Betterton  2:18 AML 7:49 AMH 1:49 PML 8:39 PMH

Maryland
BALTIMORE (AP)  – These Maryland lotteries 

were drawn Monday:
Pick 3 Midday: 5-8-4
Pick 4 Midday: 8-7-4-3
Pick 3 Evening: 2-6-0
Pick 4 Evening: 7-1-9-4
Bonus Match 5: 08-14-19-23-34, Bonus 16

Delaware
DOVER, DEL. (AP) – These Delaware lotteries 

were drawn Monday:
Play 3 Midday: 8-4-6
Play 4 Midday: 2-4-6-9
Play 3 Evening: 7-7-5
Play 4 Evening: 6-9-6-4
Multi-Win Lotto: 01-12-14-24-29-30

Wednesday: Mostly sunny followed by 
clouds and 20-30 mph winds. High of 43.
Wednesday night: Cloudy skies to clear 
later on. Low of 32.
Thursday: Mostly sunny. High of 51.
Thursday night: Partly cloudy. Low of 32.
Friday: Mostly cloudy to overcast. High of 
43.
Friday night: Cloudy to clear. Low of 27.

Tuesday: NW winds 10 to 15 kt with gusts to 
25 kt. Waves 2 to 3 ft.
Tuesday night: W winds 10 to 15 kt with 
gusts to 25 kt. Waves 2 ft.

Larry Hogan are commit-
ted, if re-elected, to giving 
school construction money 
to jurisdictions that prove 
they take care of their build-
ings.

Caroline County is at the 
top of that list, Franchot 
said, tied with Frederick 
County and “some other 
rich county.”

“I applaud Caroline for 
being so well-run and good 
with a dollar,” Franchot said. 
“It’s partly because of fru-
gality out of necessity here, 
but I wish every county in 
the state was this good.”

Nagel said the “bones” of 
the existing school are still 
solid, but a feasibility study 
proved a two-story build-
ing on a smaller footprint 
will be cheaper to build and 
more efficient to run than 
trying to renovate and add 

on to the 44-year-old school, 
which was built with an 
“open” classroom design.

Schools’ longevity in Caro-
line County is thanks to the 
efforts of the maintenance 

staff, Nagel said, as well as 
that of the teaching staff 
who use the school every 
day.

“People here care about 
the buildings,” Nagel said. 
“They treat them like their 
own homes.”

Nagel introduced Charles 

Petrick, supervisor of 
school construction and 
maintenance; Franchot gave 
Petrick a comptroller’s me-
dallion, presented to Mary-
landers who make a differ-
ence.

“School systems like Caro-
line should get money from 

the state just for doing what 
you’re doing,” Franchot 
said. “That’s the coming 
way, because we can’t afford 
to keep building all these 
new schools.”

Franchot noted some 
schools in other jurisdic-
tions have fallen into disre-
pair in as little as 15 years.

Nagel also thanked the 
Caroline County commis-
sioners, all three of whom 
attended the tour, for their 
support of the new school 
project. In October, they 
voted to raise the income 
tax rate from 2.73 to 3.2 per-
cent, the rate required to get 
maximum state funding for 
the $46 million project.

“They’ve taken it on the 
chin (for the tax increase),” 
Nagel said.

Swann then led the group 
on a tour of the school, start-
ing with one of the 10 por-
table “learning cottages” 
behind it, in which Kelly 
Higgins was teaching fifth 
grade.

After asking the students 
about what they were learn-
ing, Franchot presented 
Higgins with a comptroller’s 
medallion.

The tour continued 
through the school’s boiler 
room, then into the rest of 
the building.

Swann showed Franchot 
one classroom in what used 
to be a closet, and how many 
classrooms are packed into 
the open areas, separated 
only by curtain dividers.

Along the way, Franchot 
presented another comp-
troller’s medallion to Kayla 
Holecheck, a third-grade 
teacher.

After the tour, Franchot 
said the state should look 
approvingly on building a 
new school in Greensboro 
that not only serves the 
needs of the students, but 
the community as a whole.

“Caroline should be re-
warded, not penny-pinched, 
as far as the state goes,” 
Franchot said.

TOURS
From 
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of the most inspiring actions hap-
pening on the Eastern Shore in a 
long time.”

Peters’ parents, Robert and Judy 
Peters from Mohnton, Pennsylva-
nia attended. His sister and broth-
er-in-law, Melissa and Michael 
Micriotti of Newcomb, were also 
on hand.

Melissa Micriotti is ChesMRC’s 
director of finance and administra-
tion.

Representatives from the offices 
of U.S. Sens. Ben Cardin and Chris 
Van Hollen, both D-Md., and U.S. 
Rep. Andy Harris, R-Md.-1st, ex-
tended congratulations to Peters.

Franchot highlighted some of 
Peters’ accomplishments. Read-
ing from the printed tribute, 
Franchot said, “Matthew’s accom-
plishments in Guatemala included 
recruiting and training more than 
1,000 international volunteers, 
managing a 150-acre ecological 
preserve, building and managing 
a community library and develop-
ing educational programs focus-
ing on natural resource manage-
ment.”

“He has made it a priority to help 
the immigrant community on the 
Eastern Shore. God bless you for 
that,” Franchot said. “Whether it’s 

counseling, translation services, 
legal advice ... your dedication can-
not be underestimated or overstat-
ed. Matt embodies the altruistic 
motives ... of the William Donald 
Schaefer Helping People Award.

Franchot paraphrased the French 
philosopher Alexis de Toqueville’s 
recognition of the uniqueness of 
American volunteerism. In his 
writings, “he goes into some detail 
about how America has developed 
... the tremendous ethic of people 

helping other people.”
Franchot created the award in 

2012 to honor the legacy of public 
service exemplified by the former 
Maryland governor, comptroller 
and Baltimore City mayor.

Franchot said he also had a “pa-
rochial interest since I happen to 
be the Maryland tax collector.” As 
Maryland’s population grows old-
er, “we need young people to come 
on into our state — we need tens 
of thousands of them simply to 

keep the economy going,” he said.
Franchot said that a recent study 

his office commissioned “under-
lines the importance of being an 
open and welcoming state for 
anybody, but particularly young 
people.”

“So Matt, in addition to doing the 
right thing on a person-to-person 
basis, trust me, the tax collector 
really supports you,” Franchot 
said, as the audience laughed.

“On behalf of the county we want 

to thank Matt for what he and his or-
ganization has done,” Talbot County 
Council President Jennifer Williams 
said. “As we know, our demograph-
ics are changing, and without you 
and the work you are doing many of 
our residents would be struggling.”

Williams told Peters that even 
for those who are still struggling, 
“You’re making the path easier.”

“We really appreciate how you’ve 
partnered with various Talbot 
County departments,” Williams 
told Peters. “It’s wonderful to see 
you in that private-public partner-
ship, and we really thank you for 
being a part of that.”

Talbot County Sheriff Joe Gam-
ble said that Peters and his staff 
had just finished training all of the 
deputies in cultural competency.

“The training was very eye-open-
ing for our deputies and very well-
received,” Gamble said. “I think it’s 
really a model for law enforcement 
in our state and across our country. I 
really appreciate you and appreciate 
the work that’s being done here.”

Honorees are selected based on 
their demonstration to improve the 
community, to promptly respond 
to a citizen problem through effec-
tive government intervention, to 
directly aid those most vulnerable 
in society or to establish a public-
private partnership to improve the 
lives of fellow Marylanders.

Follow me on Twitter @connie_
stardem.
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They could smell smoke when 
they got to the unit, and they 
found “one of the cells on the end 
was full of smoke,” Cooke said. 

The fire was out.
During the day, prisoners at 

the detention center can come 
and go from their cells to the day 
room, unless they are on some 
sort of restriction, Cooke said. 
After the fire alarm, the prison-
ers were placed on lock down 
and the cell involved locked off 

while they investigated.
They found the remains of 

some flammable materials; “there 
was minor damage to a sanitation 
unit,” Cooke said. He explained a 
sanitation unit is a security toilet 
and sink combination.

Cooke said he had never had a 
situation like this arise in his 30 

years on the job. With the assis-
tance of Emergency Services Di-
rector Scott Haas, he notified the 
Maryland State Fire Marshal’s 
Office for an official investiga-
tion.

The fire marshal’s office deter-
mined the fire to be accidental.

“The fire was the result of an in-

mate’s attempt to create materials 
to perform tattoos. The fire unin-
tentionally ignited surrounding 
paper products and was quickly 
extinguished,” the fire marshal’s 
office reported.

They estimated it took a min-
ute to put out the small fire. The 
sprinkler system wasn’t activated.

FIRE
From 
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PHOTO BY CONNIE CONNOLLY

Matthew Peters, director of the 
Chesapeake Multicultural Resource 
Center in Easton, accepts the Wil-
liam Donald Schaefer Helping Peo-
ple Award on March 12.

PHOTOS BY DUSTIN HOLT

Greensboro Elementary 
School fifth grade teacher Kel-
ly Higgins holds a Comptrol-
ler’s Gold Coin, for “Maryland-
ers who make a difference,” 
presented to her by Peter 
Franchot during a school tour 
Monday, March 12.

Comptroller Peter Franchot takes a tour with Caroline County 
officials at Greensboro Elementary School Monday, March 12, 
and observes 10 portable “learning cottages” parked behind 
the school to make enough classrooms to house 830 students 
in a school rated to hold about 650.

PHOTO BY BARB SAUERS

Matthew Peters, director of the Chesapeake Multicultural Resource Center 
in Easton, poses with his William Donald Schaefer Helping People Award, 
along with Comptroller Peter Franchot and the ChesMRC board of directors 
on March 12.

transport from Louisiana.
She and another animal 

rescue volunteer immedi-
ately ran to render aid before 
police and emergency medi-
cal responders reached the 
scene.

A 2012 Ford Taurus, driv-
en by Christopher M. Dille-
hunt, 27, of Queenstown was 
speeding east on Buschs 
Frontage Road just before 
2 p.m. when it crossed the 
centerline and sideswiped a 
2000 Toyota Camry, driven 
by Laurel D. Zeiler, 81, of Ar-
nold, according to the Anne 
Arundel County Police De-
partment. The Taurus then 
spun and was t-boned by a 
2004 Ford F-150 pickup driv-
en by Kathi J. Ridgely, 29, of 
Lothian, Md., police said.

Darrow ran to the Taurus, 
and her friend to the Camry. 
The truck didn’t look as badly 
damaged as the cars, although 
the front of it was on the 
ground — the wheels had been 

knocked sideways, she said.
The Taurus’ passenger 

side door was gone, and the 
driver’s side was pinned up 
against the guardrail. The 
passenger was awake and 
in pain, and Darrow couldn’t 
get past her to the driver to 
see if he was breathing, she 
said.

“The car was sort of smok-
ing. You could smell the gas. 
You just kind of hope it’s 
steam and keep going,” she 
said.

Darrow credits the first po-
lice officer on the scene with 
saving Dillehunt’s life. She 
said the officer climbed up 
over the trunk of the car and 
reached through the sunroof 
to hold Dillehunt’s head up 
and help him breathe.

Dillehunt kept nodding 
out, and the officer asked if 
they were on anything. The 
passenger told him they 
were both on heroin, Dar-
row said. Emergency re-
sponders used naloxone to 

revive him, she added.
Firefighters had to cut the 

top of the car off to get Dille-
hunt out.

Police identified the pas-
senger in the Taurus as 
Tamy Lynn Lawson, 24, of 
Queenstown. Both Dillehu-
nt and Lawson were flown 
to University of Maryland 
Shock Trauma Center in 
Baltimore for treatment, 
where they were listed in 
critical condition Monday 
night, according to hospital 
spokesman Joshua Kodeck.

Zeiler was also flown to 
University of Maryland 
Shock Trauma Center, 

where she succumbed to 
her injuries Sunday after-
noon. Her daughter Cynthia 
L. Whittington, 57, of Ar-
nold was a passenger in the 
Camry. She received minor 
injuries and was treated at 
Anne Arundel Medical Cen-
ter, police said.

Ridgely and her passenger, 
Aaron J. Catterton, 30, of Lo-
thian, also received minor 
injuries and were treated at 
AAMC, police said.

“It was an overwhelming 
scene. I’ve never seen any-
thing that bad,” Darrow said.

Debris was strewn from 
in front of the Wawa to the 

Volvo dealership and took 
out signs along the way, she 
said.

“The preliminary cause 
of the crash was the failure 
to remain right of center 
and excessive speed by the 
driver of the Taurus. It is 
believed that heroin use is 
a contributing factor,” Anne 
Arundel County Police said 
in a statement.

Dillehunt was convicted in 
2009 of possession with in-
tent to distribute oxycodone. 
He received a 20 years sen-
tence with all but one year 
suspended, followed by five 
years supervised probation. 
His probation was extended 
following violations and is 
currently scheduled to ex-
pire June 16, 2019, according 
to court records.

Lawson was charged with 
involuntary manslaughter, 
distribution of narcotics and 
reckless endangerment in 
connection with an over-
dose death in Talbot County 
in May 2017. That case is 
scheduled for trial May 2, 
2018, in Talbot County Cir-
cuit Court.

FATAL
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Three vehicles were involved in a fatal crash on Buschs Front-
age Road in Annapolis on Sunday afternoon, March 11.

PHOTOS BY TAMMY DARROW

Firefighters work to remove the top of Ford Taurus involved in a 
fatal crash Sunday afternoon on Buschs Frontage Road.
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