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LOCAL

Auxiliary 
members donate 
their skills
A large crew of volun-
teers from Oxford Fire 
Company Auxiliary 
recently crafted masks 
for first responders and 
hair coverings for CO-
VID-19 nurses at UM 
Shore Medical Center 
at Easton.
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WEATHER

PM thunderstorms

High 67 Low 39

Clear skies tonight

Full Weather Page A7

LOCAL

EPD helps 
businesses 
enforce mask 
order
During a conference 
call with local business 
owners on Friday, April 
17, Sgt. Eric Kellner 
explained how Easton 
police officers are plan-
ning to handle people 
who don’t comply 
with the order to wear 
masks..
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Confirmed COVID-19 cases in Maryland by 11 a.m. Monday, April 20, are 13,684, a two-
day increase of 2,112 cases (with 483 on the Eastern Shore, a two-day increase of 132, 
with a total of 11 deaths). Since March 3, the number of negative test results is 57,713, 
deaths 516, probable deaths 66, hospitalizations 3,014; and released from isolation 917. On 
Monday, April 20, Delaware reported 2,745 confirmed cases, a two-day increase of 422. 
The number of negative test results is 13,725, deaths 72, currently hospitalized 256, and 
recovered 495. For more detailed information, see coronavirus.maryland.gov and corona-
virus.delaware.gov/.

By TRISH MCGEE

pmcgee@thekentcountynews.com

CHESTERTOWN — The Kent 
County Health Department 
on Monday, April 20 re-
ported that a second Kent 
County resident has died of 
COVID-19.

The individual, who was 
not identified, was a resident 
of Autumn Lake Healthcare 
in Chestertown, according 
to a news release. No more 
information was provided.

According to a KCHD 
news release, 12 residents 
and three staff members at 
the Morgnec Road facility 
tested positive for the virus. 
In addition to one death, 

one resident is hospitalized, 
health officials said.

The State of Maryland 
website has incorrectly 
identified the death in this 
situation with Queen Anne’s 
County, according to the 
news release.

The Kent County Health 
Department and Maryland 
Department of Health web-
sites both reported on Mon-
day that there were 28 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Kent.

The number of confirmed 
cases nearly doubled over 
the weekend, attributed 
mostly to the outbreak at 
Autumn Lake.

In a video post on the 
Chestertown COVID-19 
Response Facebook page. 

Kent’s 2nd COVID-19 death was 
resident at Chestertown nursing home
12 patients, 3 staff 
tested positive at 

Autumn Lake 

GOOGLE MAPS SCREENSHOT

The Kent County Health Department on Monday, April 20, reported that a second Kent County 
resident has died of COVID-19. The individual, who was not identified, was a resident of Autumn 
Lake Healthcare in Chestertown, pictured.

By CANDICE SPECTOR

cspector@chespub.com

ANNAPOLIS — In a power move in-
tended to expedite the freeing of 
Maryland from the coronavirus 
pandemic’s grip, Gov. Larry Ho-
gan tapped First Lady Yumi Ho-
gan to help him secure 500,000 
COVID-19 tests from her native 
country of South Korea.

Hogan, who called the first 
lady a “champion” of the mis-
sion to strike a deal with South 
Korea for testing equipment, 
said talks of such an arrange-
ment began 22 days ago while 
he and Yumi were on a call 
with Korea’s ambassador to the 
United States.

The result of subsequent 
weeks of late-night negotia-
tions with Korean leaders was a 
sweep of half of a million tests 
purchased from South Korean 
company LabGenomics.

The tests arrived on a Korean 

Air passenger plane at Balti-
more-Washington International 
Thurgood Marshall Airport Sat-
urday, April 18.

Hogan said the 500,000 tests 
equals the total amount of test-
ing that “four of the top five” 
states combined have com-
pleted during the coronavirus 
crisis. The tests also far surpass 
the 71,000 tests Maryland has 
processed since the beginning 
of March.

The governor confirmed the 
testing cache will cost Maryland 
$9 million, which he said is a 
“pretty worthwhile investment” 
considering the $2.8 billion in 
revenue the state is projected to 
lose by July 1 as a result of virus-
fueled business closures.

Hogan called the develop-
ment a “huge step in the right 
direction,” though he assured 

Hogans secure 500K COVID-19 tests from South Korea
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During a press conference Monday, April 20, at the State House in Annapolis, Gov. Larry 
Hogan and First Lady Yumi Hogan announce Maryland received 500,000 COVID-19 tests 
from South Korean company LabGenomics.
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A lone protester of Maryland’s coronavirus-fueled restrictions 
walks the streets of downtown Annapolis Monday morning, 
April 20. The City of Annapolis warned its residents via Twitter 
Sunday evening to expect a rally at 9 a.m. Monday, but the 
event saw only three protestors. The city deleted its tweet 
following the rally no-show, which contrasted a Saturday, April 
18, protest that attracted dozens who called for the reopening 
of Maryland.

A protester walks through Annapolis 
to call for Maryland’s reopening

By JESSICA DUERSTINE

jduerstine@chespub.com

EASTON — The Hispanic community in Tal-
bot County is feeling the pressures of mixed 
messaging and misinformation surround-
ing COVID-19 testing. Many employees 
have been told by their bosses that they can-
not come to work until they have a negative 
test, others are told they will face prosecu-
tion if they fail to get tested.

Chesapeake Multicultural Resource Cen-
ter Executive Director Matthew Peters 
has been working with the community to 
ensure the information put out by Talbot 
County Department of Emergency Services 
is translated into Spanish. Lately the center 
has been inundated with phone calls from 
concerned individuals that have been or-
dered to get testing before they can return 
to work.

“If people can’t come to work, and they 

don’t have any options for unemployment 
or way to maintain their family, they’re put 
into a rough spot where they’re being or-
dered by one person to get a test,” Peters 
said. “And yet there’s no real way to accom-
plish this. People can’t just go out and get 
tested.”

Testing confusion causes 
strain in Hispanic community
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One-Month-Only
Window&PatioDoorFlash

S AL E

301-388-5222 • 410-885-6010

Sale
Extended!

Buy one window or patio door,
get one window or patio door

40% OFF
1 $100 OFF

every window and patio door1

No minimum purchase required.

PLUS

Minimum purchase of four.

These days, many of us feel like our home is our safe haven. So, to help youmake your home

more comfortable, Renewal by Andersen has extended our Flash Sale until April 19th. And please

know that all of our employees are taking steps to make this project safe and seamless. If you

would rather not have us visit your home right now, we are now offering virtual appointments!

Sale extended toApril 19th

Don’t pay anything for
TWO YEARS with our financing1

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 24 months.

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/19/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) window or patio door 40% off, and 24 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows
or patio doors between 3/1/2020 and 4/19/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order. Additional $100 off each window or patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you
purchase by 4/19/2020. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during
the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age,
race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price.Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. MHIC #121441.
VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation.All rights
reserved. ©2020 Lead Surge LLC.All rights reserved.

Bookyour in-homeorvirtualappointment

The Better Way to a Better Window™

LOCAL

it’s not the end of the state’s 
initiative to expand its test-
ing capacity.

“We’re still searching,” he 
said, adding that he plans 
to have the state running 
20,000 tests per day — a 
goal that’s double the tar-
get of 10,000 tests per day 
he announced last week.

Hogan declined to specify 
to which jurisdictions the 

tests will go, but he said he 
intends to spread them out 
across the state.

Talbot County Health Of-
ficer Dr. Fredia Wadley said 
the news of test kits coming 
to Maryland was “really en-
couraging” as many have 
acknowledged that ramped 
up testing and contact trac-
ing are the key to safely re-
opening the state.

“If we can get some 
of these tests in Talbot 
County and on the Eastern 
Shore, we will be better 
prepared to get our busi-
nesses reopened when the 

number of new cases has 
declined for 14 days,” Wad-
ley said.

Of Maryland’s looming 
reopening, Hogan said the 
testing increase will enable 
the state to more effectively 
identify and isolate the sick 
in order to get Maryland 
back open.

He said Marylanders 
“should feel confident 
knowing that we have done 
everything in our power, 
gone to every length, and 
used every tool and re-
source at our disposal to 
defeat this deadly virus.”

HOGAN
From 
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Talbot County Department of Emergency 
Services Director Clay Stamp and Talbot 
County Health Officer Dr. Fredia Wadley 
are working together to ensure business 
owners have the right guidance if they sus-
pect there may be COVID-19 exposure.

“The opportunity we have is to pass on the 
CDC guidance when it comes to how you 
should respond if you think you have expo-
sure,” Stamp said. “Dr. Wadley is taking the 

lead to give some specific guidance to small 
businesses about how to relate with their 
employees when they’ve come into contact 
or believe they’ve come into contact.”

“What we’re hearing right now is that busi-
ness owners think there may have been an 
exposure, they’re trying to make everybody 
get tested,” Stamp added. “Where we’re at 
right now, there are not enough tests to test 
everybody unless you’re symptomatic.”

Guidance from the Department of Labor 
Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration can be found at osha.gov. There 
are steps employers can take to limit the 
transmission of COVID-19 within their 
workplaces.

TESTING
From 
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Mayor Chris Cerino de-
scribed nursing homes 
nationwide as “the perfect 
storm for the coronavirus.”

Many residents “need 
hands-on care, so if you have 
just one staff member that’s 
often asymptomatic giving 
care to these residents, it’s 
really easy for the virus to 
spread quickly,” Cerino said 
in the video post.

At the Monday night 
council meeting, which was 
held on the Zoom platform, 
Cerino said the outbreak 
“doesn’t necessarily reflect 
poorly on Autumn Lake, it’s 
just the nature of these fa-
cilities.”

Dr. Fred Delboy, the 
medical director at Autumn 
Lake, expressed a similar 
sentiment in a letter to the 
editor of the Kent County 
News on Monday night.

Delboy wrote: “As you 
have seen in the news, our 
seniors in nursing homes 
have been amongst the 
hardest hit victims of CO-
VID19. For weeks, we have 
been preparing for this en-
emy. Yet despite aggressive 
measures of limiting patient 
proximity and family con-
tact, and much education 
of staff, it has come to visit 
us at Autumn Lake here in 
Chestertown.”

In his letter, Delboy said 
some staff have quit, oth-
ers have become sick or are 
out from exposure, and still 
other nurses and aids are 
exhausted from working ex-
tra shifts.

“One nurse told me his in-
terest in working a ‘double’ 
was not about the money; 
it was about caring for the 

sick,” Delboy said in the let-
ter.

He added: “The leader-
ship, including (administra-
tor) Daphne Young, and all 
the nurses and staff have 
made me so proud to be 
part of their team. Exposure 
to COVID does rattle me, 
but I will continue to help 
our most vulnerable citi-
zens.”

Chestertown’s mayor said 
he anticipates the number 
of confirmed virus cases 
at Autumn Lake would in-
crease as additional staff 
and residents there have 
been tested.

“Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to everyone 
at Autumn Lake,” Cerino 
said in Monday’s video post.

A “Go Team” consisting 
of the Maryland National 
Guard and Department of 
Health and Human Services 
Disaster Medical Assis-
tance personnel has been 
activated to support the fa-
cility.

According to the news re-
lease, the team was on-site 
at Autumn Lake from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sunday, 
April 19.

“We are appreciative of 
Governor Hogan’s decision 
to make these ‘Go Teams’ 
available to assist Mary-
land nursing homes,” Kent 
County Health Officer Wil-
liam Webb said in the news 
release.

He added: “Autumn Lake 
Healthcare is following rec-
ommendations from the ‘Go 
Team’ and the infection con-
trol guidelines of the Mary-
land Department of Health.

“Our organizations are in 
daily communication and 
we will continue to provide 
support to the residents, 
their families and facility 
staff during this time.”

The news release states 
that Autumn Lake Health-
care had previously imple-
mented prevention mea-
sures according to state and 
federal guidance, including 
restricting visitation and 
communal dining, suspend-
ing group activities, imple-
menting extra cleaning 
measures and conducting 
daily checks for both staff 
and residents for symptoms.

During an outbreak the fa-
cility must elevate its infec-
tion control practices and 
delivered items must be in-
spected and disinfected. For 
this reason, Autumn Lake in 
conjunction with the Kent 
County Health Department 
has requested that families 
refrain from dropping off 
food, clothing and other 
personal effects for its resi-
dents.

“I implore everyone to 
take this virus seriously 
and be vigilant to prevent its 
spread,” Webb said in the 
news release. “Our highest 
priority is to keep everyone 
safe, and we must take ev-
ery step possible to protect 
our most vulnerable,” he 
said.

Information on COVID-19 
can be found at coronavi-
rus.Maryland.gov or the 
Kent County Health Depart-
ment’s website at kenthd.
org.

A call center also is opera-
tional at the KCHD from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays at 
410-778-1350.

The status of each Au-
tumn Lake resident is com-
municated to the primary 
contact that Autumn Lake 
has on file, according to the 
KCHD. The health depart-
ment will not be disclos-
ing individual information 
about the status of Autumn 
Lake residents.

KENT
From 
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By ANGELA PRICE

baytimes@kibaytimes.com

CENTREVILLE — The Centrev-
ille Town Council Thursday 
night, April 9, discussed of-
fering a water and sewer pay-
ment plan for citizens who are 
unable to pay their bills during 
the coronavirus emergency.

Council members agreed 
there should be no shutoffs 
during the state of emer-
gency and there would be no 
penalties or fees for late pay-
ments — as directed by the 
governor. They were unde-
cided on how long residents 
should be able to defer pay-
ments and on how long they 
would have to bring their 
bills current — suggestions 
ranged from three months to 
12 months.

“Payments are not going 
away; they have to pay at 
some point,” Councilman Tim 
McCluskey said.

Councilman Josh Shonts 
said offering an extended pay-
ment plan was a good idea. 
“It’s something we need to 
put out there for the people,” 
he said.

McCluskey favored a for-
mal payment plan.

Shonts wanted a form peo-
ple could access easily to ap-
ply.

Town Clerk Carolyn Brin-
kley said she could modify 
the existing form to meet the 
situation and make it available 
on the town website.

Council President Jeff Mor-
gan didn’t want to make a set 
payment plan a requirement.

“I don’t know that we want 
to put a time limit per se be-
cause some people are out 
there, they’re not working 

anymore, they’re not getting 
paid, so they don’t really have 
a forecast of when they’re go-
ing to be able to make pay-
ments and stuff like that,” 
Morgan said.

He suggested deferring the 
payments until the end of the 
emergency or allowing people 
to pay what they could afford 
whenever they were able.

“So, what we’re saying is if 
you can’t make the payments, 
we’re going to defer them un-
til such and such a time,” Mc-
Cluskey said. “I think that we 
need to work through a pay-
ment plan, otherwise its going 
to get totally out of control.”

Shonts suggested a mini-
mum payment, but Morgan 
said he didn’t know people 
would be able to do that.

He said offering a payment 
plan was a good idea but with-
out a set amount or hard dead-
line, “as long as they’re mak-
ing payments to get current.” 
He agreed people would even-
tually have to pay for water 

and sewer usage.
Brinkley said the online pay-

ment system will allow the 
payment of any amount at any 
time, but there is a process-
ing fee. Payments also can be 
mailed or dropped off at the 
town hall. There is a slot in the 
door for payments, she said.

McCluskey said he pays 
directly from his bank, which 
does not cost him a fee.

All the ways to pay are print-
ed on the back of the water 
and sewer bills, Brinkley said.

“We have to have a limit on 
when all this ends,” McClus-
key said.

Once the state of emer-
gency is over and some sort 
of normalcy is restored, new 
bills will be expected to be 
paid on time, the council 
agreed, even if residents are 
paying on existing balances.

“We need to make clear any-
thing that is generated from 
this time period right now will 
not incur any fees,” Morgan 
said.

Council discusses water, 
sewer payment plans

PHOTO BY ANGELA PRICE

Bill payments can be dropped off at Centreville Town Hall 
through a slot in the door.
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