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LOCAL

In today’s 
Caroline County 
Times-Record
Denton resident ‘Milly’ 
Tims marks 104th birth-
day and ‘Gerry’ Warner 
celebrates 10 years as a 
CASA volunteer.
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WEATHER

Partly cloudy, stray storms

High 96 Low 77

Storms early tonight
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LOCAL

Police warn 
against 
stranding pets 
in hot cars
As the summer heat 
reaches its peak, the 
Easton Police Depart-
ment is warning resi-
dents against leaving 
animals in hot cars. 
EPD says its officers 
respond to “dogs in car” 
complaints almost daily 
during the summer.
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EASTON — In these uncertain 
times, a group of citizen activists 
are trying to bring the power of 
creativity to help those in need. 
They have installed four colorful 
“Hopeful” signs around Easton.

“I love them. They give me 
hope,” said Suzy Moore of the Ava-
lon Theatre.

According to the website of the 
Dock Street Foundation which 
sponsors the signs, the founda-
tion’s “goal is to raise $100,000 
with all proceeds going to Mid-
Shore/Covid-19 Fund for those 
non-profits directly (affecting) 
health, homelessness and hunger 
in our community.”

The artist who made the signs 
is renowned sculptor and painter 
Charlie Hewitt. He was excited to 
get out of a museum context and 
have his art live in the community.

“It is a public statement that 
needs people to see it to bring it 
to life,” he said. On May 31, 2019, 
Hewitt unveiled his 24-foot-long 
HOPEFUL creation in Portland, 
Maine, on top of a non-profit artist-
run studio and gallery.

In collaboration with Jim 
Kempner Fine Arts in New York 
City and with the support of local 
donors, Dock Street Foundation 

obtained signs made by Hewitt.
The signs in Easton will remain 

in high visibility areas in Easton 
until the threat of the virus is un-
der control. Eventually, the signs 
will be sold or auctioned, with the 
proceeds going to support the 
foundation’s and Hewitt’s work.

Kathy Bosin of the Dock Street 
Foundation said, “We hope the 
signs will serve as a reminder to 
help the people in our community 
with the most need: The homeless 
and the hungry.”

“The town was really coopera-
tive,” said Dock Street Foundation 
Founder Richard Marks, “I ap-
proached (Easton Town Council 
President) Megan Cook and May-
or Willey and they loved the idea. 
The right people show up with the 
right ideas.”

“Robbie Gill over at the Y, really 
inspires me as a great believer in 
doing the right thing. People have 
showed up to grow the project. In 
the future maybe it will involve 
kids doing poetry or essays,” 
Marks said.

“I am incredibly optimistic that 
we ... will come out of this smarter, 
wiser and closer as a community,” 
said Marks, who calls himself an 
“igniter in chief.”

Colorful signs around town  
help lift spirits, raise money

PHOTO BY TOM MCCALL

Artist Charlie Hewitt created retro “Hopeful” signs with thoughts of traveling 
as a kid. The excitement of adventure combined with car culture informed 
his design. He likened the positive community driven action as “emotional 
ballast in these dystopian times.” The signs were made in Portland, Maine.

By ANGELA PRICE

aprice@chespub.com

CENTREVILLE — Governor Larry Ho-
gan Monday, July 20, announced 
eight counties will receive more 
than $2.3 million in the first round of 
Maryland Eviction Prevention Part-
nership grants. Five of them are on 
the Eastern Shore.

“These awards reinforce my ad-
ministration’s strong support for 
ensuring Marylanders stay safe and 
secure in their homes during the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” Hogan said in 
a news release. “We are dedicated to 
assisting counties in their efforts to 
prevent eviction during these tough 
economic times.”

Locally, Queen Anne’s County 
received $80,000, Kent County re-
ceived $84,246; and Cecil received 
$100,000. On the Lower Shore, Wic-
omico was awarded $1 million, while 
Somerset received $100,000.

Other counties receiving first-
round grants include Frederick 
County with $722,129, Charles Coun-
ty with $200,000 and Allegany Coun-
ty with $55,000.

The Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment will administer the grants, 
funded by the federal Community 
Development Block Grant program. 
The $2.3 million distribution is the 
first wave of funding in the Hogan 
Administration’s promised $30 mil-
lion program to prevent evictions 
across the state. These efforts, com-
bined with the additional $30 million 
in efforts of local governments, rep-
resent more than $60 million dedi-
cated to providing rental assistance 
for Marylanders.

Mike Clark, executive director of 
Queen Anne’s County Housing and 
Family Services, said when they 
knew the stay on evictions was go-
ing to be lifted, Cindi Boone from his 
office contacted landlords directly to 
tell them if they had tenants behind 
on their rent, there were funds avail-
able to help. Prior to the Eviction 
Prevention Partnership Grants, they 

had received some 
CARES Act funding.

“We were able to 
catch quite a few peo-
ple up,” Clark said. 
The office estimated 
the first funds would 
help 63 families; with 
the new grant, they’ll 
be able to help more, 
he said.

Michelle Marshall, 
officer coordinator, 
sent a letter to the 
courts July 10 about 
available housing as-
sistance.

“Currently, we 
have programs that 
can assist tenants 
who are in rental 
arrears. Due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
we are able to assist households with 
income levels from 0-80% of the Area 
Median Income Limits set forth by 
HUD. We encourage any tenant in 
Queen Anne’s County to contact our 
office to be screened in order to de-
termine which of our programs will 
work best for that client, as many 
cases are so different,” she wrote. 
“During their time with us, we will 
also be able to offer other resources 
that we are aware of that may assist 
the client into becoming more self-
sustainable and help them move for-
ward in a positive direction.”

She said Tuesday that the new 
grant funds are expected to help an 
additional 22 families with emergen-
cy rental assistance.

The Housing Services office is lo-
cated at 104 Powell Street, Centrev-
ille; the phone number is 410-758-
3977. During the current state of 
emergency, most business is being 
done over the phone, but appoint-
ments are available if needed.

Queen Anne’s County actually re-
ceived a little more than the $80,000 
mentioned in the governor’s release, 
Clark said, explaining it was a two-
part grant. The other part of the 
grant provides funding to help pro-
vide a safe place for people with CO-
VID-19 who need to isolate and have 
no where else to go. These funds 
help pay for a hotel room during the 
person’s quarantine.

Governor announces $2.3 million 
in eviction prevention grants

Queen Anne’s, Kent  
and Cecil all receive  
first-round funding

MIKE CLARK
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By CANDICE SPECTOR

cspector@chespub.com

EASTON — Talbot County’s 
Hispanic population, while 
making up only 7% of the coun-
ty, has seen a disproportionate-
ly high number of coronavirus 
infections when compared to 
other ethnicities — leaving lo-
cal health leaders clinging to 
better communication to tame 
the spread.

County Health Officer Dr. 
Fredia Wadley said in a press 
release Friday, July 17, 19.5% of 
Talbot’s confirmed cases have 
occurred among Black peo-
ple, 28.7% among Hispanics, 
35.2% among whites and 3.1% 
among “other ethnicities.” The 
remaining 13.5% of cases were 
unidentified because race data 
were not collected at some test 
sites.

These data are significant 
against the backdrop of the 
county’s population break-
down by ethnicity, which 
shows that white people make 
up 83% of the county, while 
Black and Hispanic people 
make up roughly 12% and 7%, 
respectively.

Wadley said she’s not sur-
prised the majority of Talbot’s 
infections have occurred 
among white people because 
“we are the biggest number.” 
But when she looks at the 
infection numbers among mi-

nority popula-
tions, she said, 
“they’re relative-
ly high for the 
percentage of 
the population 
they make up.”

“That would 
make them 
disproportion-
ately hurt by the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Wadley said.

The health officer attributed 
the high case count among the 
county’s immigrant population, 
specifically, to those individuals 
being “very much out in front, 
working, sometimes traveling 
together to a job, sometimes 
living more to a household 
than others.”

In response to the increas-
ing infections, Wadley said her 
department partnered with 
the Chesapeake Multicultural 
Resource Center, an organiza-
tion that assists limited-Eng-
lish-speaking immigrants with 
societal integration, in order 
to “communicate directly to 
the county’s immigrant com-
munity.”

She said her department also 
plans to “begin visiting His-
panic churches to better com-
municate methods for slowing 
the spread of the virus.”

ChesMRC’s Executive Di-
rector Matthew Peters, who 
has been helping surrounding 
counties with contact tracing 

efforts, said in a phone inter-
view with The Star Democrat 
on Tuesday, July 21, he’s “very 
concerned” about the implica-
tions of the virus’s continued 
spread among immigrants.

Peters said his organization 
received a total of $65,000 from 
Talbot and Caroline counties 
— which came from the feder-
al government’s Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act funds — to 
help their respective health de-
partments better inform immi-
grants about preventative mea-
sures and reactive resources.

The money went toward es-
tablishing a hotline for clients 
to call and get connected to 
a Haitian Creole- or Spanish-
speaking ChesMRC staff 
member, who, Peters said, 
can help answer any questions 
callers might have about the 
virus — such as where, when 
and how often they should get 
tested, and what to do if they 
test positive for the virus.

“If you’re having a language 
issue, you can go ahead and 
call that and we can right away 
provide an interpretive service 
over the phone,” he said.

The ChesMRC director said 
while his organization will 
serve residents of all Eastern 
Shore counties in Maryland, 
his staff’s main focus will be on 
helping the immigrant popula-
tions of Talbot and Caroline 

counties during the pandemic.
“Right now, my staff and my-

self, we’re really just becoming 
experts on Caroline and Tal-
bot, so that’s what we’ll focus 
on,” he said, adding his staff 
has an “inside track and deep 
knowledge” of the two jurisdic-
tions.

Peters acknowledged that 
one of the biggest issues con-
tributing to the virus’s spread 
among his clients, many of 
whom he said are not United 
States citizens, is a general lack 
of job security.

“Race aside, we just kind of 
look at our society, and people 
with those low-income, no-ben-

efits jobs, have no job security. 
They don’t have contracts, they 
don’t have unions, no paid days 
off or sick days off,” he said. “If 
they do get sick and can’t come 
to work, they’re at a much 
higher risk of not having a job 
when they come back.”

Plus, Peters said, now that 
more businesses are reopen-
ing, immigrants are “the first 
ones in” — performing physi-
cal labor in the agriculture, 
landscaping, hospitality, con-
struction, cleaning and restau-
rant industries.

Talbot to ‘clamp down’ on virus spread among immigrants

PHOTO BY SETH TOW 

Talbot County’s immigrant community has been disproportion-
ately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, with the county 
reporting Hispanic residents have accounted for 28.7% of Tal-
bot’s overall case count. Pictured is the Easton High School 
coronavirus drive-through test site.
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Forecast for Wednesday, July 22, 2020
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JUL 27 AUG 3 AUG 11 AUG 19
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Chesapeake Bay
Pooles Island to Drum Point

Location High Low High Low Location High Low High Low

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2020 THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020

SUNRISE: 5:57 am SUNSET: 8:24 pm SUNRISE: 5:58 am SUNSET: 8:23 pm

St. Michaels 6:21 am 1:47 pm 6:52 pm ---
Easton Point 5:48 am 1:14 pm 6:19 pm ---
Dover Bridge 8:15 am 1:18 am 8:46 pm 3:08 pm
Chestertown 9:36 am 2:35 am 10:07 pm 4:25 pm
Oxford 5:43 am 1:04 pm 6:14 pm ---
Cambridge 6:01 am 12:58 pm 6:21 pm ---
Vienna 6:08 am 12:00 am 6:26 pm 12:41 pm
Hooper Island 3:53 am 11:10 am 4:24 pm 10:16 pm
Kent Narrows 7:03 am 12:36 am 7:34 pm 2:26 pm
Claiborne 6:07 am 1:21 pm 6:38 pm ---
Centreville 8:53 am 2:13 am 9:24 pm 4:03 pm
Queenstown 8:38 am 1:51 am 9:09 pm 3:41 pm
Matapeake 7:13 am 12:31 am 7:33 pm 1:53 pm
Love Point 8:12 am 1:29 am 8:39 pm 3:03 pm
Bloody Point 6:26 am 1:09 pm 6:37 pm ---
Deep Landing 8:35 am 1:55 am 9:06 pm 3:45 pm
Betterton 10:58 am 4:33 am 11:50 pm 5:48 pm

St. Michaels 7:07 am 12:53 am 7:42 pm 2:25 pm
Easton Point 6:34 am 12:20 am 7:09 pm 1:52 pm
Dover Bridge 9:01 am 2:14 am 9:36 pm 3:46 pm
Chestertown 10:22 am 3:31 am 10:57 pm 5:03 pm
Oxford 6:29 am 12:10 am 7:04 pm 1:42 pm
Cambridge 6:46 am 12:38 am 7:13 pm 1:42 pm
Vienna 6:53 am 12:50 am 7:17 pm 1:30 pm
Hooper Island 4:39 am 11:48 am 5:14 pm 11:16 pm
Kent Narrows 7:49 am 1:32 am 8:24 pm 3:04 pm
Claiborne 6:53 am 12:27 am 7:28 pm 1:59 pm
Centreville 9:39 am 3:09 am 10:14 pm 4:41 pm
Queenstown 9:24 am 2:47 am 9:59 pm 4:19 pm
Matapeake 7:55 am 1:23 am 8:25 pm 2:33 pm
Love Point 8:54 am 2:23 am 9:32 pm 3:42 pm
Bloody Point 7:09 am 12:43 am 7:32 pm 1:50 pm
Deep Landing 9:21 am 2:51 am 9:56 pm 4:23 pm
Betterton 11:46 am 5:29 am --- 6:25 pm

Forecasts provided by AccuWeather DOWNLOAD THE APP©2020;

Maryland
BALTIMORE (AP)  – These Maryland lotteries 

were drawn Tuesday:
Pick 3 Midday: 8-4-7
Pick 4 Midday: 3-2-3-6
Pick 3 Evening: 0-9-1
Pick 4 Evening: 2-0-7-5
Bonus Match 5: 08-22-27-37-39, Bonus 32

Delaware
DOVER, DEL. (AP) – These Delaware lotteries 

were drawn Tuesday:
Play 3 Midday: 2-1-7
Play 4 Midday: 5-5-6-7
Play 3 Evening: 5-3-5
Play 4 Evening: 4-8-8-0
Multi-Win Lotto: N/A

Thursday: Partly cloudy, PM thunderstorms. 
High 94.
Thursday night: Thunderstorms continue. 
Low 76.
Friday: AM storms. High 89.
Friday night: Isolated storms. Low 73.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, but, you guessed 
it, chance for a stray thunderstorm. High 91.
Saturday night: Mostly clear. Low 74.

Wednesday: S winds 5 to 10 kt. Waves 1 
ft or less.
Wednesday night: SW winds 5 to 10 kt. 
Waves 1 ft. A chance of showers and tstms.

Obituaries continued from page A6

Bessie Lee Todd (Adams) “Bess”

JEFFERSON — Mrs. Bessie Lee “Bess” Todd, 95, 
of Jefferson, passed away on Saturday, July 18, 
2020, at her home. She was the loving wife of 
the late Marvin Todd, who died in 2002. They 
were married on Februay 12, 1943 and shared 
nearly 60 years together. Born on the Eastern 
shore of Maryland on February 8, 1925, she 
was one of nine children to the late Frank and 
Narcissa Neighbors Adams.

Bess was a graduate of Caroline High School 
and in 1962 she and her husband moved to 
Frederick County, where Mr. Todd worked for 
Todd Steel in Point of Rocks. She spent most of 
her life as a homemaker, loved spending time 
with her entire family and showing kindness 
to others. Bess was a life member of the Fred-
erick Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, where she 
devoted many hours as a volunteer. She and 
her husband, did missionary work locally and 
abroad, helping many children over the years. 
Early in her life she was a member of the Har-
mony United Methodist Church on the East-
ern shore and later was a very active member 
of the Jefferson United Methodist Church. She 
organized a volunteer program at the Valley El-
ementary school, which was very successful.

She and her husband have a place along the 
Choptank River where they enjoyed sharing 
food, fun and their boat, with family and friends.

Surviving her are her chil-
dren, Larry Todd and wife Sha-
ron, and Glen Todd and wife 
Melanie, all of Preston, Sharon 
Lee Boyer, of Middletown and 
Pat Herber and husband Da-
vid, of Jefferson, one brother, 
Paul Adams and wife Beverly, 
of Denton, two sisters, Louise 
Adams Horney, of Denton and 
Evelyn Adams Danley, of Texas, her beloved 
grandchildren, Monte Boyer, Donna Gravett 
and Dennis, Jennifer Serenyi and Nick, Troy 
Todd, Shane Todd and Beth, Josh Herber and 
Megan and Katie Herber and great grandchil-
dren, Grant Boyer, Riley Boyer, Sarah Sere-
nyi, Cole Serenyi, Caroline Serenyi, Kennedy 
Todd, Jonathan Todd, Sophie Herber and Elea-
nor Todd, and many nieces and nephews. She 
was preceded in death by a grandson, Ronald 
Montgomery Boyer and son-in-law, Don Boyer.

A celebration of her life will be held at a later 
date. Interment will be private in the Mount 
Olivet Cemetery, Frederick. Arrangements 
are with the Keeney and Basford Funeral 
Home, Frederick.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions 
may be made in her memory to the Marvin 
and Bess Todd Scholarship Fund, C/O the 
Community Foundation of Frederick County, 
312 East Church Street, Frederick, MD 21701.

Mignonette “Minnie” M. 

Hall

FISHING CREEK — Mignonette 
“Minnie” M. Hall, 86, of Fish-
ing Creek passed away on 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at 
Coastal Hospice at the Lake 
in Salisbury. She was born on 
Taylors Island on December 
12, 1933 and was a daughter 
of the late Phillip Anthony 
Hughes and Mazie Corbman 
Hughes.

Minnie graduated in 1951 
from Cambridge High School. 
On June 20, 1952 she married 
Robert “Bobby” Hall. Sr., who 
passed away on October 27, 
2015. She worked with her 
husband at G.W. Hall Seafood 
as bookkeeper and did payroll 
for employees. She was best 
known as an exquisite baker. 
She made many wedding 
cakes and other pastries for 
events that were absolutely 
delectable. In her free time she 
enjoyed reading, and playing 
bingo. She also attended Ho-
sier Memorial United Method-

ist church. 
Minnie will 
be remem-
bered for her 
overwhelm-
ing kindness 
and honesty.

She is 
survived by 
three chil-
dren; her 
son Rob-
ert “Robin” William Hall, Jr. 
and wife Carrie, grandson 
Brandon Hall and wife Jack-
ie, and great-grandchildren 
Madison and Henry; her son 
Bryan Lee Hall and wife Jes-
sica, granddaughter Amber 
Larmore and husband Toby, 
great-grandchildren Sienna, 
Arden and Jackson, grandson 
Derek Hall and wife Jessica, 
great-grandchildren Eliana 
and Briggs and grandson Dil-
lon Hall; her daughter Tammy 
Luthy and husband Daniel, 
granddaughter Alison Cherry 
and partner Adam Corkran, 
great-grandchildren Luke, 
Beau and Ryleigh, grandson 

Garrett Luthy and wife Kris-
tina, and great-granddaughters 
Verena and Scarlet. She is also 
survived by a brother How-
ard (Sammy) Hughes and 
wife Kitty, three sisters Phyl-
lis Shockley, Elsie Jones and 
Evelyn Bloom and numerous 
nieces and nephews. Beside 
her parents and her husband, 
Minnie is preceded in death by 
two brothers Guy Hughes, and 
Alfred Hughes, and two sisters 
Beulah Blades and Lottie Wil-
loughby and a nephew Phillips 
Blades.

Honorary pallbearers will be 
Garrett Luthy, Brandon Hall, 
Derek Hall, Dylan Hall, Toby 
Larmore, and Adam Corkran.

A graveside service will be 
held on Sunday, July 26, 2020 at 
2 pm at Bucktown Churchyard 
with Rev. Joe Kelly officiating. 
Memorial contributions can 
be made to Coastal Hospice 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1733, 
Salisbury, MD 21802. Arrange-
ments are in the care of the 
Thomas Funeral Home, P.A. in 
Cambridge.

Othmar W. Schnellenberger Jr.

EASTON — Othmar “Otts” William Schnel-
lenberger, Jr., age 70, Easton, MD

On July 20th, 2020, Otts went to be with 
the Lord after a courageous battle with 
cancer. He was born in Huntingburg, IN 
in 1949 to Myrtle Marie Schnellenberg-
er, and Othmar “Snell” William Schnel-
lenberger, Sr. Otts grew up on a farm in 
Indiana and then Louisiana, learning the 
value of hard work, determination, and 
discipline, that he would be known for 
throughout his life.

Otts graduated from Southeastern Loui-
siana University, with a BS in Chemistry, 
then later went on to get an MBA from 
Texas A&M. Throughout his career, he 
worked in various plant operations and 
leadership roles in the paper, pulp, and 
chemical industries in Louisiana, Texas, 
Kentucky, and New Jersey.

Otts was an avid runner for 40 years, and 
ran many races, including 4 marathons, 
the last one at the age of 61 at an amaz-
ing time of 3:55. After retiring and mov-
ing to Maryland, Otts enjoyed playing golf 
as a member of the Senior League at Hog 
Neck Golf Course. He also served at his 
church, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Oxford, MD. Otts stayed active in the 
Cooke’s Hope HOA, most recently put-
ting his farming background to good use 
as the Cattle Committee Chairman. One 
of the activities he took the most pride in, 
was his volunteer work for Choptank Hab-

itat for Humanity, where 
he enjoyed working with 
his hands and helping lo-
cal families in his commu-
nity.

Otts is survived by his 
wife, Jayne Zahorben-
ski Schnellenberger, his 
sister Yvonne Schnel-
lenberger Maylon (hus-
band Gary), and brother 
Mike Schnellenberger, 
both of Pell City, AL, and 
his brother Ralph (wife Joan) of Amite, 
Louisiana, his children: Cheryl Schnel-
lenberger McColgan (husband Peter) of 
Cincinnati, OH, Sheila Schnellenberger 
Short (husband Craig) of Pasadena, MD, 
Erica Schnellenberger of Denver, CO, 
and Erich Schnellenberger (wife Kristie) 
and grandchildren Beau and Bain Schnel-
lenberger of Baton Rouge, LA, and many 
nieces and nephews.

Otts was a wonderful husband, dad, 
brother, and friend who is loved and will 
be missed by many. A Celebration of Life 
will be held in the near future. In lieu of 
flowers, Otts’s wishes are that donations 
be directed to Choptank Habitat for Hu-
manity, www.habitatchoptank.org and Tal-
bot Hospice, www.talbothospice.org.

Otts’s advice for us all: Life and Happi-
ness is a journey, not a destination.

For condolences and to sign the online 
guestbook, visit www.fhnfuneralhome.
com.

William E. Robinson, Jr.

FEDERALSBURG — William 
E. Robinson, Jr., 73, of Fed-
eralsburg passed away on 
Thursday, July 16, 2020. He 
was born in Elkton, MD on 
December 30, 1946 and was a 
son of Thelma Whitlock Rob-
inson and the late William E. 
Robinson, Sr.

He graduated from Bohe-
mian Manor High School. 
Mr. Robinson served in the 
U.S. Army from 1964 to 1965. 
On November 24, 2007, he 
married the former Tammy 
Adkins. He worked for many 
years at Tri Gas & Oil as a 
truck driver and later at Carl-
ton Transport as a dispatcher. 
Mr. Robinson was also a 
truck driver at other places. 
He was a past member of 
Federalsburg Vol. Fire Com-
pany, where he was a past 

president.
He is sur-

vived by his 
wife Tammy 
Robinson, 
m o t h e r 
Thelma Ann 
Robinson, 
children Bil-
ly Robinson 
III, Timothy 
Wayne Rob-
inson, Bar-
bara Robinson, Clifford “Ran-
dy” Robinson and Cheryl 
Camacho (Ricky), grandchil-
dren Jasmyn Robinson, Mer-
edith Camacho and Xavier 
Camacho. He is also survived 
by his siblings Hazel Dem-
sky (Chris), Mary Voshell, 
Mike Robinson (Joella), 
Lynn Price (Bob), Dot Bay-
nard (Wayne), Belle Natali 
(Al), Susan Gray (Tom), Tom 
Robinson (Laurie), Wayne 

Everett (Cynthia), mother 
and father in law John and 
Janie Adkins, brother in laws 
John (Carol) Adkins, Thomas 
(Erin) Adkins and numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 
Besides his father, Mr. Robin-
son is preceded in death by 
siblings Edward Robinson, 
Billy Robinson, John Robin-
son, Harriet Daniels and Judy 
Robinson and a brother in law 
Cliff Voshell.

A graveside service will 
be held on Saturday, July 25, 
2020 at 11 am at Dorchester 
Memorial Park with Rev. 
Steve Bloodsworth officiat-
ing. Face mask and social dis-
tancing is required. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contribu-
tions can be made to a char-
ity of choice. Arrangements 
are in the care of the Thomas 
Funeral Home, P.A. in Cam-
bridge.
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“They don’t have the lux-
ury of jobs where they can 
stay home, work remotely 
and still get an income,” he 
said. “Most of our families, if 
they’re not out doing physical 
labor, they’re not getting an 
income.”

As for whether recent in-

fections can be linked to any 
specific industry or workplace 
that employs immigrants with-
in Talbot, Caroline and Queen 
Anne’s counties, Peters said 
“it’s kind of across the board, 
from fast food joints to small 
businesses, to little construc-
tion crews — you name it.”

“As we’ve opened up, it’s 
harder for us to pinpoint 
things because they’re all 
over the map now — but we 
do treat each one like a little 

outbreak,” he said. “So if we 
know a couple guys in a crew 
have it, we have to treat that 
whole small business as an 
outbreak.”

Peters said it’s “tough” to 
work with local small busi-
nesses, many of which have 
been waiting for their time to 
reopen, only to find out that 
one or more of their employ-
ees contracted the virus.

“A lot of the small business-
es I talk to say, ‘Well, we were 
doing the right thing. We got 
everyone tested. We’ve been 
practicing social distancing,’ 
and then it still ends up that 
a couple people tested posi-
tive, and then they have to 
shut down for two weeks,” 

he said. “Those are not easy 
conversations to have with 
business owners while they’re 
struggling with so many other 
things.”

Despite his concerns re-
garding an overall “uncertain-
ty” surrounding messaging 
from federal, state and local 
health officials, Peters said 
he hopes his organization can 
streamline communication 
with Talbot and Caroline’s 
vulnerable populations.

“Everyone’s struggling to 
make sure communications 
are getting out. We’re just 
making sure it’s a two-way 
lane,” he said. “We’re excited 
to start working more in Tal-
bot and Caroline counties and 

share our experiences from 
Queen Anne’s County.”

“As things start to reopen, 
especially now with schools, 
we’re going to have to really 
kick it into high gear to make 
sure communication is back-
and-forth because there are 
going to be a lot of questions 
from everybody, not just in 
other languages,” Peters said. 

Talbot County, he said, 
won’t be able to determine 
whether his organization’s 
and the local health depart-
ment’s “clamping down” on 
virus hotspots will have an 
impact on the virus’s spread 
for at least a couple of weeks.

“We hope it does, but you 
really won’t know if all that 

effort has paid off until two or 
three weeks from now,” Pe-
ters said.

As of Tuesday, Talbot re-
corded 265 coronavirus infec-
tions and four related deaths, 
state data show. Of the coun-
ty’s 265 confirmed infections, 
214 occurred among Easton 
residents, 12 among Trappe 
residents and 18 among St. 
Michaels residents.

The locations of the remain-
ing 21 cases were not dis-
closed because the state zip 
code data exclude cases in zip 
codes with fewer than seven 
cases.

Those in need of 
ChesMRC’s services should 
call 1-877-772-9832.
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